
 

Thursday 28th August 2025 
 

Reservoir Views Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation as the traditional 
custodians of the lands, waters, and skies where we live, learn, work and play. 

Important Dates - Term 3, 2025 

Friday 29th August Wear it Purple Day 

Tuesday 2nd September MSO Jams In Schools Incursion 

Wednesday 3rd September Whole School Professional Practice Day - No students at school 

Thursday 4th September Art Show 5:30pm to 7pm 

Friday 5th September Father’s Day / Special Person’s Day Stall  

Tuesday 9th September 2026 Foundation Information Session 6 pm in the hall 

Wednesday 10th September School Council 

Friday 12th September R U OK? Day 

Reservoir Views Primary School is committed to creating and maintaining a child-safe and child-friendly 
organisation, where children and young people are safe and feel safe. 

 

All of our Child Safe policies and all other school policies are available on our website: 
https://www.reservoirviewsps.vic.edu.au/policies  

Thank you to everyone who was able to celebrate Children’s Book Week with us last week. 

Below are some pictures of the parade. 

 

https://www.reservoirviewsps.vic.edu.au/policies


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Below are the 2025 Book of the Year Award Winners! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ART SHOW 

 

 

Thursday 4th September here at school 
 

5:30pm to 7pm 
 
The library has been transformed into an art gallery for the first-ever Reservoir Views Art Show next Thursday 
evening. We’re looking forward to seeing as many families as possible to celebrate our talented students. 
 

 

                 
 

 

 

WEAR IT PURPLE DAY - TOMORROW! 

Tomorrow is Wear it Purple, and as a school community we acknowledge the importance of celebrating and 
elevating the voices of LGBTIQA+ young people in our schools, workplaces and communities.  
 
We support all lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and gender diverse, intersex, queer, questioning and asexual 
(LGBTIQA+) young people in our schools and the community, in accordance with obligations in the Child Safe 
Standards to uphold diversity and equity for everyone regardless of their background, characteristics or 
beliefs. 
 

https://www.wearitpurple.org/
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/child-safe-standards/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/child-safe-standards/policy


 
Wear it Purple strives to foster supportive, safe, empowering and inclusive environments for LGBTIQA+ 
young people. This year’s theme, ‘Bold Voices, Bright Futures’, encourages self-expression, visibility and 
pride. 
 
Days such as Wear it Purple are an important reminder of both how far we’ve come, and how much more we 
can achieve. The Department of Education encourages schools to recognise this day in a variety of ways and 
understand the positive impact these days have for LGBTIQA+ young people. 
 
Visible signs of allyship and inclusion at school help LGBTIQA+ young people feel 
safe and supported and have a positive impact on mental health and wellbeing.  
At our school, we welcome anyone who wants to wear purple on the day to do so, 
to show their support. 
For more information on the day, refer to the Wear it Purple website. 
 
If you have any queries, you can contact the department by email: enquiries@education.vic.gov.au   

SCHOOL VALUES DESIGNS 
The students of Reservoir Views are certainly creative and talented. Thank you to everyone who contributed 
their own design for our values of Connection, Curiosity and Connection. Here are images of some of the 
designs on display. 

 

 

 

https://www.wearitpurple.org/
mailto:enquiries@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

I can’t wait to find out what the 
chosen designs will be! 

 

 

 

PUPIL FREE DAY - WEDNESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 

A reminder to our community that next Wednesday, the 3rd of September, is a pupil-free day. 

 

 

 

 

PLAYGROUP 
Playgroup is back up and running for 2025.  

Thank you to Cassie, one of our school parents. Cassie will be 
running Playgroup every Thursday from 9am - 11pm throughout the 
school year, during the teaching terms. 

Playgroup is free, and we welcome our community to bring along 
their preschool-aged child / children for some fun. 

Playgroup will be run in The Retreat (our wellbeing building). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Steve Stafford 

Principal.



 
 



 
 
 



 
 



Leadership News 

Phonics Plus 
 
Foundation to Year 2 
From 2025, all Victorian government schools will begin using a new reading program called Phonics Plus 
in Prep to Year 2. This program teaches children how sounds and letters work together to make words. 
For example, when children learn the sounds for c-a-t, they can blend them to read cat. This 
step-by-step approach, known as systematic synthetic phonics, is supported by research as one of the 
most effective ways to help children become confident readers. 
 
In classrooms, students will take part in short, daily phonics lessons, where they practise sounding out 
words and reading books that are carefully matched to the sounds they are learning. These are called 
decodable books. For example, if students are learning the “sh” sound, they might read a story with 
words like “ship,” “shop,” and “fish.” This helps children feel successful and build confidence as readers. 
 
Alongside this, children will learn Heart Words. These are high-frequency words that can’t always be 
sounded out using the usual rules (for example, said or the). We call them Heart Words because children 
need to learn them “by heart” so they can recognise them quickly when reading. 
 
At our school, we use Decodable Readers Australia as part of our phonics program. These are the 
readers your child brings home each night in the early years. Families play a big role here; listening to 
your child read each night, encouraging them to “sound out” tricky words, and celebrating their 
successes makes a huge difference. Even five to ten minutes a day helps build confidence and fluency. 
 
Another important change is the introduction of a short phonics check for Year 1 students. This simple 
activity helps teachers see which sounds and words students know and identify anyone who may need 
extra support. It means children who find reading tricky can be helped earlier, before small gaps 
become bigger challenges. 
 
After Year 2 
Once students have a strong base in phonics, the focus shifts to reading with greater fluency, 
comprehension, and vocabulary. Children begin to move from simply “sounding out” words to reading 
more smoothly and understanding the meaning of what they read. 
 
At this stage, students are also introduced to morphology; learning how words are built from smaller 
parts, such as prefixes (un- in unhappy), suffixes (-ed in jumped), and root words (play in playful). 
Understanding these patterns helps students read and spell more complex words and grow their 
vocabulary. For example, if they know happy, they can more easily read unhappy or happiness. 
 
This stage also focuses on comprehension; students learn to make predictions, ask questions, summarise, 
and talk about characters and ideas in texts. These skills are essential as children begin to read longer 
novels, information texts, and digital sources. 

 
How you can help your child’s reading: 
In Prep to Year 2: 

●​ Listen to your child read their Decodable Reader Australia each night. 
●​ Encourage them to sound out words and blend the sounds. 
●​ Practise Heart Words together so they can be recognised quickly.​

 
Beyond Year 2: 
Talk about new or interesting words, including prefixes and suffixes (e.g., disagree, kindness). 
Ask your child questions about what they read: Why do you think the character did that? What might 
happen next? 
Encourage them to explain ideas in their own words to build comprehension. 
Share a wide range of reading materials such as novels, magazines, websites, and information texts. 
Model being a reader yourself, let your child see you reading and enjoying books. 
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